Section 1: Introduction

Background

In the current scenario, English is the language of international communication, higher learning
and better career options. It should, therefore, reach the masses so that there is no
discrimination amongst the rich and poor in Pakistan in terms of opportunities for personal,
professional and economic development.

With this perspective, teaching of English has been introduced as a language from grade one
and would be used as a medium of instruction across the curriculum for various subjects. This,
as well as, the wide spread exposure to English language through the media, endorses the
present curriculum revision exercise, along with development of new text books and
assessment strategies to improve the quality of teaching and learning of English, nationwide.

The new curriculum aims to provide holistic opportunities to the students for language
development and to equip them with competencies in using the English language for
communication in academic and social contexts, while enabling them to be autonomous and
lifelong learners to better adapt to the ever changing local and world society, and to knowledge
advancement.

The present National Curriculum for grades I-Xll has been developed after detailed
deliberations with relevant stakeholders including selected language experts from all the
provinces in Pakistan. It is hoped that this curriculum document will serve as a point of
reference for all involved in the process of teaching and learning of English in Pakistan.

1.1: Statement of Philosophy

For the majority of Pakistani students, learning the English language is rarely a subconscious
process. The learners have few opportunities to absorb the language from the environment to
acquire a natural feel for appropriate linguistic structure, vocabulary and style in varied
contexts of use, both in academic and social settings. Hence, it is not the students who lack the
capacity to learn but the total academic setting whose capacity needs to be built up. The
learners, therefore, have to be provided with formal opportunities to learn the language in an
instructional setting through a well thought-out and organized curriculum. The current curriculum
aims to serve as a guide for teachers, learners, textbook developers, assessors and all other
users. It is recognized that the instructional settings vary greatly in Pakistan in terms of
teachers’ background and proficiency in English, students’ background and opportunities for
exposure and/or use of English at home and in the community outside the school and
classroom context, as well as, the resources available for teaching and learning of English.
However, it is hoped that the competencies and standards defined in this curriculum will
provide a roadmap for development of both human and financial resources in schools for quality
teaching and learning of English to all children in Pakistan.
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The curriculum is designed, particularly, to promote the academic and employment language
needs for learners who wish to pursue their higher studies, as well as, for those who might
terminate education after grade Xll. Consequently, it aims to offer academic and practical skills
that learners can use to complete their studies or build their careers after graduating from
school. The curriculum is multidimensional and incorporates all components of language, i.e.,
phonology, grammar, lexis, discourse, and language functions and skills. Emphasis is placed
on developing competency in all areas of the language. Skills and micro skills related to a
particular standard are identified and developed through various processes and strategies.

The content and the process of learning are structured and integrated in such a way so as to
realize the standards for key competencies through spiral progression with a major focus on
development of language skills rather than on content. Functional, mass media, literary and
every day texts provide a context for the teaching of the micro skills and strategies used in
listening, speaking, reading and writing. The teaching strategies ensure that work in speaking,
listening, reading and writing is integrated. Students learn to acquire information and ideas
through reading and listening, and to effectively communicate their ideas through writing and
speaking.

Listening and speaking skills are to be developed in the classroom context. Due to resources
constraints, it is not possible in this first phase of curriculum revision to have recorded cassettes
or to test listening and speaking skills in all educational settings. However, understanding of
appropriate language use in different contexts will be tested through the written exam designed
for just this purpose. This might appear artificial and contrived but it is felt that it is better to
expose students to such learning experiences than to have no opportunities to engage in oral
communication. It is planned that, in the second phase, cassettes for practicing both intensive
and extensive listening for wider language exposure can be used.

The curriculum also aims to provide language learning and teaching experiences within national
and cultural bounds while encouraging the learners to be autonomous and lifelong learners.

To summarize, the curriculum places greater emphasis on the understanding and use of the
English language in different academic and social contexts than on acquiring knowledge about
the language for its own sake. Such an approach acknowledges, on one hand, the importance
of teaching the knowledge about the language system; on the other, it moves a step forward to
emphasize the appropriate use of that knowledge so that students’ ability to communicate in
real life situations is improved and made effective for various purposes.

1.2: Process of curriculum development

An analysis of the educational context including the teachers and learners, particularly in public
sector schools in Pakistan portrays its lacks and needs. In the light of the suggestions,
recommendations and the identified constraints and limitations of the teachers and learner, and
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inadequate learning resources, development of the following competencies in the English
language were focused on in the curriculum:

¢ Reading and Thinking Skills

e Writing Skills

e Oral Communication Skills

e Formal and Lexical Aspects of Language

» Appropriate Ethical and Social Development

For developing the curriculum, firstly the language needs of a grade XIl student were
envisioned. Keeping this end in sight, competencies and standards for learning (terminal
attainment targets) were developed. In the next stage, benchmarks were identified based on
competencies and standards for learning defined earlier. Finally, student learning outcomes
were developed grade-wise for different stages of schooling. A learner will only be able to meet
the student learning outcome specified for his/her level if the skill is first introduced, explained
and then reinforced through practice activities. For this, it is essential that all the major skills
identified are taught in a spiral progression. Such activities are to be incorporated at each grade
that cater for progressive cognitive development from lower level intellectual skills of simple
knowledge and comprehension to higher order skills of analysis, synthesis and evaluation so as
to nurture the ability of reasoning, problem solving, critical thinking and creativity.

Figure1l. Curriculum Development Process

Identifying Developing Learning Defining Benchmarks at Developing Student
Competencies and g Standards »{ developmental levels Learning Outcomes at
selecting Competencies each grade level

v
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1.3: Organization of the curriculum framework

In terms of the curriculum, education from grades I-Xll forms an integral whole. However, for a
description of performance, five developmental levels have been identified. The framework has
been formulated, keeping in mind the ultimate requirement of Grade Xll students’ academic,
job-related, social and individual language needs. It is very important that curriculum content is
relevant to age and intellectual level of learner:

Developmental Levels

At this level, the young learners are helped to get a solid start in developing
readiness for subsequent work and learning in relevant and focused areas of
knowledge, skills and understanding. This would steer them into becoming
-1l autonomous learners. They should learn aspects of a foreign language which are
parallel to their current level of command of their own language. Earliest activities
are mostly lexical with structural activities playing a formulaic role. All can be
modified for language teaching purposes.

At this level, the learners are introduced to the various forms and functions of
language, equipping them with relevant skills for handling knowledge appropriate
for their age. The learners acquire initial content knowledge and develop the
skills and understanding to build a foundation for later studies. They also require
a logical and critical approach as ideas and abstractions are numerous and
complex, so content material has to be more structured.

i-v

At this level, a lot of grounding is done and practice given specially in the basic
language work so that a strong, adequate language foundation is built. Attention
VI-VIII is focused on thorough and effective teaching rather than in trying to cover a
wide range of areas. This is an important transitional phase; building from
primary, and moving towards secondary education.

This level builds on earlier work, and the language learnt at the previous level is
consolidated. The learners are equipped with skills essential not only for their
current needs but also for future academic and social needs. Language, being
the base of all knowledge, competency / proficiency in English Language will
help learners attain proficiency in other subject areas, hence, reinforcing and
furthering knowledge in other disciplines.

IX-X

| This level is the terminal level for those who discontinue education to look for
jobs, while others branch off into their respective specialized areas for further
study. The language curriculum for this level takes into account the general and
XI-X11 specialized language needs of both aforementioned categories. The curriculum
is, therefore, designed to cater for these groups. The content and type of reading
texts, as well as the skills, functions and vocabulary to be taught are all
determined by these concerns.

Figure 2
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Section 2: Competencies, Standards, Benchmarks and
Student Learning Outcomes

Competency: A key learning area.

Standards: These define the competency by specifying broadly, the knowledge, skills and
attitudes that students will acquire, should know and be able to do in a particular key learning
area during twelve years of schooling.

Benchmarks: The bench marks further elaborate the standards, indicating what the students
will accomplish at the end of each of the five developmental levels in order to meet the
standard. These provide at a glance, the continuum of the English language learning e.g.
benchmarks for grades | and Il define what the students will be able to do by the end of grade
Il.

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs): These are built on the descriptions of the benchmarks
and describe what students will accomplish at the end of each grade. Most student learning
outcomes progress and develop across grades where each skill is revisited, revised and
reinforced. It is important to remember that learning outcomes within a competency or across
competencies overlap and are interrelated; progress towards one outcome is often dependant
upon progress towards another. Cumulative student learning outcomes for a particular
academic year specify what the students will be able to do at the end of the academic year. The
outcomes are realistic, observable, achievable and measurable. Some of the student learning
outcomes might not be testable in the Board examinations due to constraints, but considering
their importance these have been incorporated and are to be tested during formative
assessment in the classroom.

The learning outcomes of the English key learning area contribute significantly to lifelong
learning. The aim is to help students achieve these outcomes through extended engagement
with texts and language, and by developing a variety of literacy practices over the years of
compulsory schooling. To attain a spiral build-up, all the elements in each standard are
introduced, focused, revisited, revised and reinforced.
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This figure illustrates the organization of the curriculum framework:

Figure 3

Competency

A standard defines the
competency.

Each competency has
different number of standards.

Standards

Benchmark

Benchmarks urtherelaborate the standards.

A benchmark progresses through developmental levels.
Benchmarks

Py

SLO SLO

SLOs are built on the descriptions of the benchmarks.
Each benchmark has different number of student learning outcomes.

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs)

In this document, competencies, standards, and benchmarks are coded for easy
use.

C Competency.

C1...C5 Subsequent number of competencies.

S Standard.

S1...S3 Subsequent number of standards in each competency.

BM Benchmark.

BM1...BM4 Subsequent number of benchmarks at each developmental level.
Eﬂaggsﬁf; oding: Competency 1, Standard 2, Benchmark 3
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2.1: Competencies in English language

The curriculum identifies five competencies and a total of eight standards for key learning
areas of the English language. The fifth competency specifies the appropriate ethical and social
development and is to be developed and incorporated across the other four competencies
through selection of appropriate texts and activities.

Competencies and their Standards:

Competency 1: Reading and Thinking Skills Standards 1, 2
Competency 2: Writing Skills Standard 1
Competency 3: Oral Communication Skills Standard 1
Competency 4: Formal and Lexical Aspects of Language Standards 1, 2, 3
Competency 5: Appropriate Ethical and Social Development Standard 1

The order in which the standards are listed does not indicate the relative importance of the
standard. All are equally important.

2.2: Rationale for Competencies and Standards

Competency 1: Reading and Thinking Skills - Standards 1, 2 (C1, S1, S2)

Standard 1: All students will search for, discover and understand a variety of text types through
tasks which require multiple reading and thinking strategies for comprehension, fluency and
enjoyment.

Standard 2: All students will read and analyze literary text to seek information, ideas,
enjoyment, and to relate their own experiences to those of common humanity as depicted in
literature.

Rationale:

Reading is an individual exercise; we interact with the text, using prior knowledge of the world to
create meaning and understanding. The reading speed and comprehension level can be
increased through strategies suitable for the purpose of reading and the type of text being read.
It Is, therefore, essential to sensitize the students to the fact that good reading does not mean
reading aloud or learning all the new words in the reading text and answering all the
comprehension questions.

Better readers are the ones who are equipped with the skills of purposeful reading. These skKills
can be developed through awareness raising and practice activities. The aim should be to use
the texts to teach reading, and not reading to teach texts. Written texts that deal with common
human experiences, contemporary information and issues are proposed as the coniext for the
learning of processes, skills and strategies, but the approach of the curriculum goes beyond
reading. In fact, the reading component serves as a spring board for the development of
integrated language skills, and for enhancing cognitive and affective domains, enabling the
students to think critically and creatively.

One important medium to get the feel for a language and its idiom is its literature; in order to
provide this learning experience literary texts are included. The aim is not to teach advanced
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literary appreciation skills, but the acquisition of language skills through activities and exercises
based on these texis.

The learners will, hence, be provided opportunities for understanding expressive and narrative
texts, and once initiated into this process they would be able to seek enjoyment through
extensive reading on their own.

The chosen material should be contemporary and should reflect the specified themes. All
reading material in the text book should require learners to work at a level slightly above their
receptive ability, only then will they be stimulated enough to stretch themselves cognitively.

The reading texts will comprise a variety of text types e.g. interpersonal and transactional,
expository, descriptive, narrative and argumentative with literary texts comprising 25% of the
reading material.

Competency 2: Writing Skills - Standard 1 (C2, S1)

Standard 1: All students will produce with developing fluency and accuracy, academic,
transactional and creative writing, which is focused, purposeful and shows an insight into the
writing process.

Rationale:

Writing is a complex communicative activily; at the time one is searching for vocabulary to
express one’s thought, his or her mind might race ahead to another idea and the new insight
may contradict the original ideas. It is, therefore, essential that the final writing is focused,
coherent and cohesive, with a clear overall progression. It should take into account the purpose
of writing, as well as, the audience for the written piece. In order to present a well written text, it
is essential, therefore, that students view writing as a process; and are taught to approach their
writing deliberately in three stages. In pre-writing stage, a topic / text is chosen, narrowed
down, ideas generated, gathered and then organized. In the second stage of drafting, the ideas
are converted into sentences and paragraphs. In the third stage of revising, the ideas are
reorganized, clarified and then finally, the draft is edited for errors and omissions so as to
improve its style.

Competency 3: Oral Communication Skills - Standard 1 (C3, S1)

Standard 1: All students will use appropriate social and academic conventions of spoken
discourse for effective oral communication with individuals and in groups, in both informal and
formal settings.

Rationale:

Language functions are the purposes for which people speak or write. The purpose may be to
present a point of view, to ask for information or any other. Therefore, it is essential to use
those appropriate language expressions which are best suited for the communicative purpose.
The expression i.e. the form of language that is used is determined by the level of formality of a
situation, the type of message which is to be communicated, as well as, the relationship of the
addresser and addressee. It is essential that the students are sensitized to the correct
conventions of expression in different settings so that they use language appropriately,
according to the occasion and audience.
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Competency 4: Formal and Lexical Aspects of Language - Standards 1, 2, 3 (C4, S1, S2,
S3)

Standard 1, Pronunciation: All students will understand and articulate widely acceptable
pronunciation, stress and intonation patterns of the English language for improved
communication.

Standard 2, Vocabulary: All students will enhance vocabulary for effective communication.
Standard 3, Grammar and Structure: All students will understand grammatical functions and
use the principles of grammar, punctuation, and syntax for developing accuracy in their spoken
and written communication.

Rationale:

Formal aspects of a language i.e. the sound system and grammar are the tool for oral and
written communication. This tool would be ineffective if it is not supported by sufficient
vocabulary to aid expression. Grammatical and phonetic exercises combined with vocabulary
development are of immense importance as natural preparations for oral and written production
of language. Correct grammar, appropriate vocabulary, speech, and cohesive and coherent
written composition are integral parts of a whole; hence, equally important.

Competency 5: Appropriate Ethical and Social Development (C5, S1)

Standard 1: All students will develop ethical and social attributes and values relevant in a
multicultural, civilized society.

Rationale:

The world is increasingly becoming a global village with people of different languages and
cultures coming in frequent contact both at intra and international levels. Text content provides a
realistic and diverse learning exposure, and is an important mode for developing a personal
world view. Texts that reflect multiple perspectives and diverse communities create awareness
about contemporary ideas, issues and themes; and inculcate ethical and social attributes, and
values relevant in a multicultural society.
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Section 4: Text Types / Themes and Sub-Themes

Texts are written to communicate information, ideas, feelings etc; therefore, they are shaped by
the purpose of writing, the context of communication, and the reader. These elements are
interdependent so that, for example, the form of writing in a particular text type is adapted to the
writer’'s aim and the intended reader.

It is essential that the students are exposed to a variety of writing, its readership and variations
in form and style of expression; only then will students acquire flexible strategies to understand
various texts, and to display their understanding by producing well written texts for various
purposes and audiences.

This section gives various text types; their examples, the range of purposes or intentions and
the focus of writing of each text type.

Suggested themes and sub-themes are also listed to enable teachers and materials writers to
build text content. Context should be so designed so as to build a wide range of reading
experiences that have literary, informational, persuasive, analytical, and practical purposes.

4.1 Text Types

Text Type Examples
Narrative/expressive/reflective texts (Literary | o Stories
texts) o Poems (lyrics, ballads, sonnets)
o Play scripts
Intention: To entertain, explore, imagine, o) Biographies
enlighten, share experiences so as to get the o Anecdotes
reader involved in story and characters. o Diary, journal entries
o Fantasy, adventure, science,
Focus: Literary, creative and aesthetic appeal. fiction
Persuasive/ argumentative texis o Brochures
o Advertisement of consumer
Intention: To persuade, argue, advise. products
o Letters to the editor conveying
Focus: Influence the readers or viewers to opinions
change their mind about something. o Editorials
o Campaign literature
o Magazine articles supporting a
position
Expository( factual/ Informative texts) o News reports
o Magazine articles
Intention: To inform, explain and describe print | o Memos
and computer-based informative and reference | o Menus, blurbs
texts. o Indices, forms
o Maps
Focus: Document, organize and convey |o Recipes
information and ideas. o Minutes
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Text Type Examples
o Tables
o Flowcharts
o Diagrams
o Fact sheets
o Information leaflets
o) Prospectuses
o Plans
o Summaries
o Records
Expository (analytical texts)
o Commentaries
Intention: To analyze, review and comment. o Analytical articles
o Essays and reports
Focus: Present weighed and evaluative views of | o Reviews
ideas and issues.
Texts used for Interpersonal / Transactional o Dialogues (informal/ formal)
Communication o Letters (informal/ formal)
o Greeting cards
Intention: To communicate a message for | o E mails
transactional or interpersonal purpose. o) Notices
o Talks
Focus: To communicate and share ideas, | o Interviews
feelings and information. o Job advertisements
o Resumes”

4.2 Themes and Sub-Themes

The following themes along with their sub- themes are suggested for selection of topics and
content of teaching material. These themes should primarily nurture ethical and social attitudes
relevant to Pakistani context, and also create an awareness, tolerance and understanding of
global audiences. The chosen material should demonstrate gender and cultural neutrality, and
should not contain any hate material.

Material on the recommended themes should be used to teach various language skills. There is
no direct relation between a thematic topic and a particular skill. Any topic can be exploited for
teaching any number of skills, and at a higher grade should incorporate wider content areas and
higher vocabulary range justifying the spiral approach of the curriculum.

Some of the listed themes lend themselves better to teaching basic transactional skills by
providing an immediate communicative purpose and are, therefore, more suitable for
conversational and functional texts. Several themes can also be combined in one unit e.g.
Nature and Environmental Education can be dealt with through range of text types and activities
on Environmental Pollution in one unit.

An indicative list of themes is given on the following pages.

Please note: This list is not exhaustive. Textbook writers can select from the given themes and/or add related sub-
themes to suit the developmental level of the students.
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Section 5: Classroom Methodology

5.1 Essentials of classroom methodology
Below are given some essentials relating to the general classroom methodology regarding
English language teaching. These essentials would not only be beneficial to the teachers, but
also to the text book writer while devising material.
e Language learning will be effective if teacher does less of the talking in class and puts
the learners in a communicative situation where they are provided with a purpose to
speak, read, write or listen.

e In early years of schooling or primary grades, the natural sequence of observing,
listening and then speaking should be followed; once the child has developed
considerable facility in using oral English, he or she should be encouraged to express
ideas in writing.

e At higher grades, emphasis should be shifted to reading and writing. It is, however,
important to realize the need of integrated language teaching; if the focus of a lesson is
on reading or writing, the oral/aural skills should not at all be neglected.

e Activities should be so devised and conducted that students have an opportunity for
individual work, as well as, pair work and group work.

e Peer corrections should be encouraged; this is especially a good tool in large classes.

e Mistakes and errors should be taken as a learning opportunity. Teachers should not be
over critical, and should facilitate students to communicate and learn through activities
and tasks which are enjoyable and intellectually stimulating.

Teachers should first find out the number of hours they can spend on each unit and the core
SLOs of a unit. Then add materials that will enhance the objectives and fit into the given time
e.g. If the teacher feels the text book’s reading passage lacks relevant activities, he/she can
develop other activities for vocabulary enhancement, discussion and comprehension questions
and other reading activities that will develop the theme/main points of the reading and/or give
the required language practice.

The teacher should have an overview of what each week’s lessons will look like
based on the language skills, text material/topic

variety of activities and methodology to be used

teacher’s supplemental materials

quizzes or tests to check student progress of the given SLOs.

5.2 Teaching of Language skills

It should be understood that the language skills of listening, speaking reading and writing are
taught separately or are integrated according to need and purpose. Although taught through
their sub skills, these skills are holistic acts that have emerging, beginning, developing, effective
and advanced stages. All forms of communication serve as vehicles for language learning, as
well as, means for exploring ideas about life and human nature.

It is important to develop students’ oral skills of listening and speaking throughout. Verbal and
non-verbal effectiveness in both speech and response, should focus on appropriate and
effective use of language, and on development of ideas and their organization for a specific
audience, setting, and occasion. Teaching oral presentations from early years of schooling,
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whether a simple ‘show and tell’, a recital, a story, a speech or a report, are excellent ways to
develop listening and speaking skills.

Reading is the first visual process that needs to be connected to an oral and aural experience.
Reading instructions must take into consideration the general academic developmental needs of
students, as well as, their individual abilities. Focus on conventions, comprehension,
interpretation and context is integral. Textual aids such as blurbs footnotes, graphs, figures,
table of contents, indexes, appendices, preface etc. aid comprehension.

Reading is done in different ways for different purposes e.g. we read an instructional manual, a
humorous magazine, a course text and a diagram in different ways and for different purposes.

Reading aloud for pronunciation development, stress and intonation is different from reading for
comprehension which is an individual, silent activity. Silent reading must be modeled by the
teacher and class time must be provided for students to engage in sustained silent reading.

A teacher must explicitly model the critical reading and thinking through guided reading
instruction and independent reading time. Open-ended activities and questions during guided
reading encourage diverse responses, and critical and creative thinking. Meaningful and
supportive intervention, which makes students feel that they are being helped through their
problems in reading, is important.

It is the teacher’s responsibility to encourage students to experience the joy and satisfaction of
fiction (literature), and devise ways to extend students’ interest in it. This will also help develop
higher order skills of prediction, evaluation, judgment etc. The natural setting of a book will
provide the native use of forms and vocabulary which will help develop language skills.
Teachers and material writers can structure the reading comprehension lessons using different
kinds of questions related to Literal comprehension, Reorganization, Inferential comprehension,
Evaluative comprehension, Comparison and Appreciation.

Writing abilities are mainly acquired by practice and frequent writing. Writing is a complex
process interwoven with thinking as it allows writers to explore thoughts and ideas, and make
them visible and concrete. The ultimate aim of teaching writing through school years should be
to make students fully independent writers. It is important for the teacher to realize that it is not
only the final product that is important in teaching writing, but also the process in which learners
and teachers collaborate for the benefit, advantage and encouragement of the learners.

Students’ ability to write stories and nonfiction narratives is derived substantially from the
models of these types of writing through their experiences of such texts (heard or read). It is
important to understand that models, in this sense are not blue prints for close imitation. They
are simply examples from which a child develops generalized rules about the nature, structure
and content of stories; the models that are provided and discussed will over a period of time be
internalized.

Students should be gradually introduced to the practice of editing and proof reading their own
work. Initially, this should be done in collaboration with teachers; as a next stage, pairs of
children might help each other.

For indicating errors, teachers should introduce a set of conventions to be followed by all. Text
book writers can give such a checklist as an appendix to text books so that there is an accepted
checklist of proofreading conventions.
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5.3 Instructional strategies

A range of instructional strategies should be used to create learning environments and achieve
learning objectives which cater to the differing interests, abilities and learning styles of students
in order to make them independent and confident learners. These are:

a) Input. Input about different aspects of language such as grammar can be interspersed with
tasks and activities to develop students’ ability to use language skills in real-life situations. This
can be made interesting and effective by identifying its purpose, by posing questions to check
conceptual understanding, and by inviting students’ questions for clarification.

b) Discussion: A unique form of group interaction that helps students develop their listening
and speaking skills through exploring a diversity of views and investigating assumptions in the
light of different perspectives. Discussion can also be helpful in developing reading and writing
skills such as enhancing comprehension of complex ideas in reading texts and generating ideas
for writing argumentative essays.

c) Role-Play: A teaching strategy in which students learn by acting and observing. It helps to
develop language and social skills through problem-solving and communication. Role plays can
be used beneficially at the post-reading stage for elaborating ideas gained from reading texts
and for practice of dialogue writing.

d) /nquiry/Investigation: A process of framing questions, gathering information about language
structure and use, analyzing texts and drawing conclusions about author’s purpose etc. It
encourages students to actively engage with texts and take responsibility for their learning.

e) Cooperative Learning. Students group together in small groups to maximize their own and
each other's language learning through student-student interaction. It helps them to use
language spontaneously in a ‘natural’ setting, as well as, read and write texts collaboratively. It
also helps develop students’ social skills and increases their higher order thinking.

f) Projects: In project work, students develop all the four language skills while learning to work
independently of the teacher. It also allows for creativity and development of research skills.

g) Presentations: Oral presentation on group and individual tasks and projects help shift the
focus from teacher talk to the learners’ active participation in classroom discourse. This also
helps develop confidence and enhances listening and speaking skills.

5.4 Supplementary materials
Along with the printed materials i.e. prescribed textbooks and teachers’ guides, teachers are
encouraged to use the following:

1. Encyclopedias, source books, newspapers, journals, magazines etc.

2. Auditory materials such as radio broadcasts and tape recordings.

3. Visual materials such as cue cards, cutouts, pictures, maps, charts, posters, overhead

projectors, television, computers (audio-visual), etc.
4. Environment, community and the outdoor.
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Section 6: Assessment

The focus of the curriculum is to prepare students for an assessment of their acquisition and
use of language skills rather than memorization of the text book contents. Discouraging rote
learning will enable students to approach different texts independently. Skill-based assessment
using unseen texts and materials is, therefore, recommended for testing students’ ability to use
language in spoken and written communication.

6.1 Assessment forms
The two forms of assessment recommended are

6.1.1. Periodic/ Formative Assessment: It is an ongoing process throughout the academic
session, and is generally done through homework, quizzes, class tests and group discussions.
Periodic assessment tests encourage most students to do more revision work. It helps the
teacher to assess students’ performance and learning in relation to course objectives, and also
to improve his/her own teaching accordingly. The teacher must provide feedback to the students
on a regular basis.

6.1.2 End- of- term / Summative Assessment: It is the traditional end-of-term or final
examination. It involves the whole course and determines promotion of the most suitable
candidates to a higher class, course or university. Conducting only end-of —term assessments is
of little benefit; it helps neither the students, who have not been trained to take examinations,
nor the teachers who remains unaware about success/failure of their methodology and the
course content. The same variety of assessment tools should be used for both types of
assessments.

6.2 Characteristics of a good test

A good test has the following characteristics:

Validity: It tests what it is supposed to test. The test items should be closely related to
curriculum objectives to ensure content validity.

Reliability: This is of two kinds: inter-rater reliability and test-retest reliability. If the test is
reliable, the students will get similar grades if they take the test on another occasion without any
additional language training. Reliability can be achieved through providing the assessors with
clear and easy to use marking schemes, as well as, their training, wherever possible, in using
these marking schemes.

Practicality: A good test is easy to administer. An effort should be made, particularly in large-
scale testing, to ensure that testing conditions are uniform across a range of contexts in which
the test is administered. Also, the testing conditions should be similar to the conditions under
which standardization and norming has taken place during the test development stage.

Testing is closely related to teaching. A good test can have a beneficial backwash effect in
terms of focusing the teaching on curriculum objectives (SLOs).

The assessment system for the present curriculum should include

- Aclear statement of the specific purpose(s) for which the assessment is being carried out.

- A wide variety of assessment tools and techniques that measure students’ ability to use
language effectively for different purposes.

- Criteria to be used for determining performance levels for the SLOs for each grade level.

- Procedures for interpretation and use of assessment results to evaluate the learning
outcomes.
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6.3 Purposes of Assessment
Primary purpose of all assessment, periodic (formative) or end -of -term (summative), is
improving the teaching-learning and assessing by providing feedback to both teachers and
students.
More specifically, assessment helps the teachers to
J Check the knowledge the students already have so that teachers know from where
to start teaching.
Find out students’ strengths and weaknesses.
° Explore the cause of students’ weaknesses and address them through improved
teaching methodology and/or materials.
Find out if feedback to students is helpful and effective.
o Compare the ability of students of one school with the ability of students of a similar
grade in other schools.

6.4 Methods of Assessment

Students’ abilities and acquired skills can be tested through a range of assessment methods,
and the process of selecting the most appropriate one must consider the purpose of a particular
assessment, time and resources available, and age and developmental level of the students. A
fully planned and balanced test can include any combination of objective and subjective
methods. A brief description and merits and demerits of some commonly used assessment
methods and their tools are given below.

6.4.1 Selected Response (Objective type):

Students select the answer to a question from two or more given choices. Their short response
time allows more information to be assessed in a short time. Scoring is quick and objective,
since teachers need only check if the single correct or best answer was identified for each item.

Assessment tools: Multiple Choice Items, Binary Choice Items, Matching ltems, Interpretive
Exercises.

Multiple choice items
The different types of multiple choice items are
o Correct answer type: It assesses knowledge and comprehension.
e Best answer type: This measures higher order thinking such as reasoning and critical
analysis.
e Multiple response type: It assesses knowledge, comprehension and critical thinking. This
is used in dealing with questions to which more than one clearly correct answer exists.
e Incomplete statement: This measures knowledge, skills and higher order thinking. The
stem is an incomplete statement rather than a question.

If we analyze tests in which multiple choice items are used, we find that in most cases, the items
test ‘knowledge’ only. Multiple choice items must test application or analysis along with
knowledge and comprehension. However, it is recommended that only correct answer type and
best answer type multiple choice items should be used.

Binary Choice Items

These items, such as marking statements as True or False can be used to assess knowledge,
values and opinions depending on which binary choices are given. Guessing allows students a
50% chance of being right. These need to be avoided at higher grades.
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Matching Items

These effectively assess students’ knowledge and associations/relationships of one or more
concepts or linguistic items, and can assess a great amount of factual information within a
single topic.

Interpretive Exercises

Interpretive exercises contain brief information or data, followed by a variety of questions. The

questions are based on the information or data, which can take the form of maps, paragraphs,

charts, figures, a story, tables or pictures. Multiple questions about the same information allow
higher cognitive skills and their application to be measured in greater depth.

Interpretive exercises:

« Can assess interpretation, analysis, application, critical thinking, and other reasoning skills
separately from content knowledge of the subject.

« Allow students to focus on applying and connecting knowledge.

- Use information in formats that students encounter daily such as pictures, maps, charts,
figures, tables and newspaper articles, which increase meaning and relevance of the
exercise.

« Help test the development of reading ability.

6.4.2 Constructed Response (Semi-objective and Subjective type)

This requires students to create or produce their own answer in response to a question or task.
This allows teachers to gain insight into students’ thinking and creative processes, and to
assess higher order thinking along with their ability to use language in oral or written
communication. However, such items are time-consuming to answer and score. Although they
eliminate guesswork, scoring is more subjective and thus clear criteria are necessary to
maintain reliability.

a) Brief constructed response items (Semi-objective): These require students to provide a
very short, clearly delineated answer. They are objectively scored because there is typically a
single correct answer that is easily identified.

Assessment tools: Fill-in items, short answers

Fill-in Items

Fill-in items assess more knowledge and factual information in less time. These ask students to
label diagrams or write a one word answer to a short question. These cannot check
understanding or higher order thinking.

Short Answers

Short-answer items are questions that call for students to write short answers (3-4 sentences at
most). They assess knowledge, understanding and reasoning. It is important to decide what
knowledge, ideas and skills are to be tested and then allocate marks accordingly. Short answers
may test more than recognition and recall, and they demand a certain amount of coherence in
the answer. They are more objectively scored than an essay and provide less opportunity for
guessing.

b) Constructed response: Restricted response, extended response (Subjective)
Assessment tools: Essay-type questions

Essay-type questions

These may have students construct restricted-responses that limit the length, content and
nature of the answer; or extended-responses that allow greater freedom in response. These
essay-type questions are easier to construct, provided appropriate command words are used,
than objective and semi-objective type questions but require a lot of time and skill in marking.
Clear criteria need to be developed to ensure consistency of marking by different assessors.
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c) Performance tasks: These require students to construct a more extensive response to a
well-defined task, often involving deep understanding and/ or higher order thinking skills needed
in real-world application. Performance tasks can be used to evaluate both processes, such as
dramatic reading, and their resultant products, for example a play. Another example is project
work that can evaluate a range of skills such as research skills, analysis and synthesis of
information, presentation skills etc.

6.4.3 Teacher observation

Informal teacher observation is so common that it is often ignored as a form of assessment.
However, teachers constantly observe and listen to students as they work. Non -verbal
communication, such as inattention, looks of frustration, and other cues, gives greater insight
than verbal feedback. However, formal observation is important in assessing both products and
skills in performance tasks such as oral presentations and interviewing skills. Planned
observation focuses on specific behavior(s). It can be done by the teacher as a spectator or as
a participant. Observational tools include a listing of pre-selected behaviors/skills. After
observing, the teacher checks off whether each item listed was shown or not shown. Pre-
determined assessment criteria should be worked out.

6.4.4 Student assessment

a) Self-assessment: In self-evaluation of academic achievement, students rate their own
performance in relation to established standards and criteria. As part of their self-reporting,
students may also be asked to answer questions that reveal their attitudes and beliefs about
themselves or other students.

b) Peer assessment: This develops collaborative learning with students helping their peers
through providing feedback on their work. Often some prior training of students is required in
using the marking criteria for peer assessment to be of maximum benefit to the students. This
is a very useful technique in large classes where the teacher cannot mark the work of each
student in the class.

6.5 Constructing a test

The way teachers test affects the way students learn. Tests should be written well in advance of
an assessment. Also, care should be taken to ensure that the test adequately includes the
whole area of understanding and abilities in relation to the curriculum objectives. A teacher
should have a bank of questions previously written or write parallel items. A question has to be
clearly written so that students know exactly what response is required. An examination
question, clearly worded using the appropriate command words defines the student's task
exactly.

6.5.1 Steps in constructing a test

The steps outlined below will help in writing better tests:

° Decide the purpose of the test.

o State the objectives of the test.

. Produce a ‘grid’ or a table of test specifications clearly identifying what is to be tested in
relation to the syllabus objectives.

o Decide on type of questions to be used.

o Write the test items making sure that the items test what they are supposed to test
(Validity).
Devise a marking scheme which is easy to understand and use.

o Do an item analysis to find out the validity and reliability of the test.
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6.6 Marking various test items

It is important to understand the nature of the various test items and the criteria by which they
are marked. A marking scheme must be made and consulted while marking the scripts;
otherwise, the results will be unreliable.

It has often been noticed that assessors use their own criteria for marking exam papers at
secondary and higher secondary level. While it is acknowledged that all assessors have wide
experience of teaching and assessment, training of assessors in large-scale testing is
recommended to reduce subjectivity and ensure reliability of scoring of student scripts.

6.6.1 Marking selected response items (Objective type)
Obijective items are either right or wrong, so there is no difficulty in marking them. Spelling,
knowledge of grammar and sentence construction can all be tested using objective type items.

6.6.2 Marking constructed response items (Semi-objective, Subjective type items)

a) Marking brief constructed response items (semi-objective items)

Semi-objective items are easier to mark than the essay type as we can break the task up into
two or three smaller portions and allocate marks for each section; thus marks are distributed
according to the importance of a particular step.

b) Marking constructed response items (essay type items)

The most difficult items to mark are essay type items as markers vary in their opinion over the
marks a particular student deserves for his/her essay type answer. Essay type items may be
used to test creativity, opinion or interest etc., in addition to other writing skills. These item types
should not be used to test those objectives which can be tested more reliably by other means
e.g. marking spelling mistakes at the cost of ignoring creative use of language that has a variety
of vocabulary.

Making Scoring Rubrics (a checklist with criteria and points)

Carefully planned marking schemes and focused rubrics guide essay marking and help in
reducing subjectivity and ensure accurate professional judgment. The rubric should preferably
be shared with the students before they begin the task. Scoring rubrics consist of performance
criteria and a way to rate them.

Table 6.1: Sample rubric for marking essays at grade X level

Content:

Convincing, pertinent, specific, perceptive 5 2.5
Point of View:

Clear, consistent, appropriate in approach 3 15
Essay Organization:

Logical, coherent, unified, suitable to purpose, orderly development to an 5 2.5

effect or conclusion
Language use and style:
Sentence Structure: Skilful use of a variety of sentence patterns (such as 5 2.5
contrast, balance, repetition, and exclamation).

Diction: Vocabulary appropriate for grade level, vivid, precise.
Style: Interesting, original, expression suited to content, flow

Mechanics:
Correctness in punctuation, spelling, and grammar 2 1
TOTAL 20 10

Note: Rubrics for other grades can be made using or improvising this sample.
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¢) Marking Performance tasks
Observation, peer and self assessment are particularly useful in assessing performance tasks.
Rubrics such as the following can be worked out for various performance tasks.

Table 6.2: Sample rubric for assessment of students' oral presentations
Performance Criteria

Put a (v) in the column when students demonstrate the skills Student Student Student

name/roll name/roll name/roll
no. no no

1. Introduction was short, clear and interesting

2. Topic was clearly explained

3. Used relevant information

4. Used facts and examples to support claims

5. Spoke clearly and distinctly

6. Was confident throughout the presentation

7. Maintained eye contact with the audience

8. Used visual aids( charts, OHP, slides) effectively

9. Handled questions and comments properly

Note: this can be adapted as « “Agree/Disagree/Don’t Know” for peer evaluation.

* Description and marks for criteria 1-9 for analytic marking

By using a set of clearly defined criteria and the standards for rating performance on them, the
outcome of an assessment may be a list of marks. However, using the performance criteria, it
would be easy to explain the ability of each candidate being examined in relation to the
particular benchmarks and SLOs in the curriculum document.

6.6.3 Assessing language skills

Competencies, Standards and Benchmarks in the curriculum document should serve as the
basis for teaching and assessment. The aim of assessment, as stated earlier, is to find out
students’ progress through ongoing formative assessment in class, using teacher-made tests,
and their overall achievements of the benchmarks for each developmental level through end-of-
year final examinations or summative assessment.

6.6.4 Assessing affective traits, ethical and social values

These include attitudes, values, motivation, social relationships, classroom environment, and
concept of one’s own academic ability. Positive, well-developed affective traits motivate
students to learn effectively now and in the long-term. Students have a better self-concept,
higher productivity and become more involved citizens of their society. In addition, they learn to
analyze themselves and refine behaviors and disposition.

6.7 Recommendations

English language will be examined through a board examination, at the end of grades X and XII.
e There will be two papers, Paper A/1 and Paper B/2.

Paper A/1 to consist of reading comprehension and critical thinking.

Paper B/2 to consist of writing skills, grammar and sentence structure.

Each paper to have objective and subjective sections.

It is recommended that 60% marks should be allocated to knowledge and understanding:
40% marks should be allocated to application.
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Section 7: Guidelines for Selection and Development of
Textbook / Materials Writing

7.1 Purpose of the guidelines

A textbook remains one of the most extensively used resources in Pakistani classrooms as
learning materials are not easily available in some teaching-learning contexts. It is, therefore,
important to improve both the quality of content and presentation to support the successful
implementation of the present curriculum.

The main purpose of these guidelines is

a) To provide sufficient knowledge of the basic steps involved in designing innovative learning
materials.

b) To help develop an insight into writing relevant and contextually appropriate textbooks and
developing teachers’ guides, keeping in mind the leaming objectives, the assessment
procedures specified in the present curriculum document.

These guidelines will also be helpful to teachers and reviewers in assessing the educational
value of different teaching materials.

7.2 Process of textbook development

Wiriting a good textbook requires an insight into the teaching / learning situation, the specific
learning objectives at a particular developmental level, and the tools for formative and
summative evaluation. Moreover, sustained practice is required to plan and develop textbooks
that provide sufficient and appropriate input to students.

Criteria, therefore, needs to be set not only for the production of quality material design and
development, but also for the textbook writers. The textbook writers must

a) be able to develop a variety of well-structured, skills-balanced material that caters for a
complete developmental level and not for a single grade;

b) have the requisite background, experience and expertise in English language teaching and
materials writing; a bio-data of the authors’ background, experience, and expertise should be
provided at the end of the textbook.

It is to be noted that textbook will not be the only resource used for assessment. In fact, a
textbook will be a contributing resource for acquisition of the SLOs given in this document. For a
language curriculum, most of the material chosen should be contemporary and reflect the
specified themes. The reading texts as specified earlier, will comprise a variety of text types
interpersonal and transactional, expository, descriptive and narrative with literary texts
comprising 25%o0f the reading material.

Although it is not desirable to have rigid rules for textbook development, it is necessary that
textbook writers develop a common framework to serve as a reference point. This can be done
through the stages described below:

7.2.1 Stages of Textbook development

Textbook development involves at least five stages:
Planning

Materials writing

Editing

Review

Piloting testing and Revision

ogpODO =
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Planning
Planning is necessary for writing quality materials. Therefore, maximum time should be spent
on the planning stage.

In the planning stage

Consider the number of periods (class hours) in an academic year allocated to the
teaching of English Language.

Read carefully the curriculum document to familiarize yourself with the competencies
and standards for development of English language skills during 12 years of schooling.
Review the benchmarks for the specific developmental stage for which the textbooks are
to be written.

Review SLOs and learning outcomes for each grade level within the given
developmental stage.

Identify learning outcomes for each unit of the textbook.

Select topics from the given themes / sub-themes in relation to the age level and
interests of the students.

Avoid an overload of topics; instead add more activities as these are a better way of
realizing the targets of the SLOs.

Decide on the key ideas, skills, sub-skills, grammar points, etc to be included in each
unit.

Decide the weighting to be given to different skills within each unit.

Organize the key ideas, skills, sub-skills, grammar points, vocabulary items etc.

Decide kind of activities appropriate for text type, age level and SLOs.

Plan on a detailed page of contents.

Materials writing
In the material writing stage

Editing

Select a range of authentic reading texts in a variety of styles. If required, adapt these
texts to match the age and grade level of the students. Give complete reference details
for the selected texts.

Write the texts, where necessary, to match the age and grade level of the students.
Develop activities on selected skills, sub-skills, vocabulary, grammar, etc. Make sure the
activities a) are in line with the SLOs for a particular grade; b) provide sufficient
independent and integrated language practice of listening, speaking, reading and writing.
Include sufficient review exercises.

Write a summary of the knowledge and skills focused on in the unit, and grammar and
spelling rules (if any) at end of each unit.

Provide a progress test after two or three units to assess the SLOs focused upon in
these units.

Decide which illustrations are to be used, and prepare an art brief with instructions for
the illustrator and designer.

In the Editing stage, ensure

Clarity of instructions, illustrations, captions etc.
Format of each unit (level headings).
Mechanics such as grammar and spelling.
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Peer Review: Self Review and Peer Review

This stage is necessary to ensure

Accuracy and authenticity of facts.

Relevance to SLOs.

Appropriateness to Pakistani teaching / learning environment.
Variety and appropriateness of activities.

Sufficient review activities / exercises.

Pilot testing and revision

In this stage
¢ Give the materials to selected teachers for trialing in their classrooms.
¢ Revise the materials according to feedback received from the teachers.

7.3 Process of teachers’ guide development

Teachers’ guide serves to educate teachers and thus, could be seen as a means of helping
teachers develop professionally. Therefore, all textbooks should be accompanied by a teachers’
guide aimed at informing teachers as to best use it to facilitate student learning. For example,
the teachers’ guide should provide detailed explanation of key concepts, ways to teach a
particular topic and further examples that could be given to facilitate learning.

7.3.1 Basic functions of teachers’ guide
Teachers’ guide should be easy to understand and use. It must be based on accompanying
textbook skills, knowledge, and strategies for teacher, grouped according to unit, and
sequenced to correspond with the text.
Teachers’ guide should:

e Expand and develop teacher’s repertoire of knowledge and skills.
Help a teacher teach text, and extend activities by keeping contextual realities in view.
Provide various teaching strategies and rationale for suggested teaching.
Familiarize teachers with various assessment strategies.
Provide additional teaching-learning resources e.g. photocopiable material that teachers
can use in their classrooms.
e Contain information sources for teachers’ ongoing professional development.
e Provide extended activities and show how to conduct them.

7.3.2 Stages of teachers’ guide development

A teachers’ guide should have the following components:

Title

Introduction

Overview of SLOs

Detailed instructions regarding methodology, learning activities, and assessment
procedures

e Further reading material.

Planning
¢ Identify teaching strategies appropriate to context of teaching and learning, according to
textbook, and rationale for each strategy.
o Identify which teaching strategies are suitable for teaching knowledge, skills, and
dispositions in each unit.
¢ |dentify what extended activities students could do with teacher’s help to develop target
knowledge, skills and dispositions.
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Writing

Editing

Identify resources needed for teaching strategies and extension activities.

Identify sources of information that teachers can use to develop their content and
pedagogical knowledge and skills.

Identify gaps in resources or strategies that will need to be developed or explained.
Identify assessment strategies that require further explanation for effective use by the
teachers.

Address the teacher(s).

In introduction, give general philosophy of the curriculum.

Give brief overview of structure of the textbook and various units; also include skill focus
and main teaching points for each unit.

State SLOs for each unit.

Wirite each unit sequence corresponding to textbook for ease of cross-referencing.
Identify constraints and strengths of each strategy or activity, especially if these are likely
to be new for teachers.

Explain how to implement each instructional strategy, adding resources or sources of
information, as needed.

Explain each assessment strategy (strengths, weaknesses, procedures for
implementation) and give examples of questions, tests.

Explain how and where teachers can develop low-cost or no-cost resources.

Decide where illustrations are needed, and prepare brief for illustrator.

Recommend additional reading material for teachers.

Check guide is error-free.
Check that steps for each strategy / activity are easily understood.

Piloting and revision

Ask teachers to use the guide for teaching the textbook.
Revise according to feedback from teachers.

7.4 Checklist for textbook writers, teachers and reviewers
The following questions can help in reviewing the quality of textbooks:
1. Is the textbook material related to the goals of the curriculum?
2. Is a teachers’ guide included?
3. Layout
a) Is it attractive, appealing and user friendly?
b) Is it colorful and affordable?
c) Does it have has adequate page size, line spacing, font size, title and

sub- titles?

d) Does it use consistent format throughout in language, content and activities?
4. Does it have
a) an introduction explaining how to use the textbook?
b) detailed content page?
c) glossary / vocabulary index / appendices?
5. Do the illustrations (maps, pictures, drawings, graphs) help us to understand the content

better?

6. Are there suggestions for
a) further reading in the area?
b) websites for further information?
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7. Content
a) Is the content accurate, authentic and up to date?
b) Is the content culturally and contextually relevant?
c) Is the content relevant to the needs, age and level of understanding of the
students?
d) Is the content suitable for the skills it is supposed to develop?
e) Is the language readable, understandable, and easy to follow? Appropriate for
the students who will use it?
f) Does the content provide sufficient English language exposure and practice
through
o variety of text types / genres?
o variety of spoken and written language forms (both formal and informal)?
g) Does it include current issues, problems, and happenings?
h) Does the textbook present issues from different perspectives?
i) Does it avoid biases? i) religion ii) national origin iii) gender iv) occupation
v) class vi) any other.
8. Methodology
a) Do the activities / exercises encourage students to
o think
o develop their skills
o be creative?
b) Are activities
o suitable for the needs of the learner?
o such that they ensure student participation in real life issues?

9. Is a variety of assessment strategies suggested e.g. fill-in-the-blank, binary choice, multiple-
choice, short answers (all levels), essay type answers, memorized answers, project work,
exhibitions, open-ended and divergent responses, etc.?

10. Do the text, questions and suggested activities stimulate interest that would lead to further
study?

11. Review and revision
1) Is there a built-in review system?
2) Is the review system sufficient to develop an awareness of what is learnt?
3) Are the review activities effective to recall and check previous learning?
4) Do the review exercises engage students to develop their creativity and engage them in
higher order thinking?
5) Is the review system adequate to prepare for terminal tests?
6) Are there samples for tests and exams after a few units?
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Section 8: Teacher Training

For the present curriculum to be implemented successfully, it is important that both pre-service
and in-service teacher training programs, should aim at familiarizing the teachers with the new
curriculum, and training them for its implementation at classroom level in varied teaching and
learning contexts. The overall objective of teacher training programs should be to develop
critically aware “self directed”, reflective and analytical teachers who do not merely passively
teach a text book but are willing to adapt and supplement the existing material with their own
teaching materials and classroom activities. However, short in-service teacher training programs
need to be conduced with the aim of enabling teachers to understand and teach the new
curriculum using prescribed textbooks and handling supplementary materials. Similarly, longer
teacher education programs at the diploma and bachelor's level should also focus on
introducing the teachers to the new curriculum and its underlying philosophy, principles, related
methodology and assessment procedures. Teachers, on their part should also be willing to
improve and go through an attitudinal change, if required.

Majority of English language teachers in Pakistan have limited proficiency in English in general,
and low proficiency in oral skills or in speaking English. It is a well-known fact that students
learn from listening to the teacher and interacting with him/her both inside and outside the
classroom. Hence, teacher training programs, wherever possible, should also aim at providing
training in English language skills to improve the English language proficiency of the teachers.
Moreover, teachers need to know that errors are likely to occur in foreign/second language
learning; they can make use of this valuable information and can improve the general linguistic
environment in their schools and classrooms.
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Absolute
Adjective

Accelerated
reading

Affix

Alliteration

Anagram

Analogy

Anecdote

Antecedent

Antithesis

Apposition

Appropriate

Aside

Aspect

Audience
Aural

Authentic
Texts

Backwash effect

Benchmark

166

Glossary

Adjectives that do not have degrees e.g. alive, honest.

Accelerated reading under timed conditions in order to develop fluency along with
comprehension.

A component part of a word which is added to a root word. An affix can be a prefix or a
suffix e.g. disables, development, unemployment.

The repetition of consonant sounds - usually at the beginning of words to create poetic
effect e.g. “The sun set slowly” has the alliteration of /s/.

A word or phrase formed from another by transposing or rearranging the letters e.g.
action — act, on, cat, tin; north — thorn, rot, horn.

A likeness in some ways:
(i) Between things that are otherwise unlike e.g. human heart and a pump.
(i) Similarity between two things or situations e.g. sheep is to lamb as cat is to kitten.

A brief narrative of an interesting, unusual or biographical event often used to illustrate a
point.

A noun or a word that a pronoun refers to e.g. This is a book. It has nice stories.

Contrast of ideas e.g. to err is human, to forgive divine.

A construction consisting of two or more adjacent units that have identical referents and
serve the same grammatical function e.g. In the sentence, “Mr. Jamil, our neighbour,
works in a factory”, Mr. Jamil and our neighbour are words in apposition.

Numerous correct linguistic choices used in speech and in writing, according to purpose
and situation.

Words spoken by an actor which the other actors are not supposed to hear. These are
usually spoken to the audience.

Aspect in a verb shows whether the action or state is complete or not e.g. “she is playing
badminton” (progressive aspect)
“They have succeeded’ (perfect aspect).

The person or persons receiving a speech or a piece of writing.
Stimulation of hearing.

Oral and written texts that occur naturally in the target language environment and
that have not been created, structured or edited specifically for language learners.

The effect of testing on teaching and learning. Backwash can be harmful or beneficial. If
test content and testing techniques are at variance with the course objectives, then the
backwash is harmful, e.g. if the skill of writing is tested only by multiple choice items
then the students will not practise the skill of writing itself.

An indication of what the students will be able to accomplish at the end of each
developmental level in order to meet the standard.
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Blurb

Brainstorming
(brain storm)

Cartoon strip

Cataphoric and
anaphoric
references (see
also pronoun
antecedent
relationship)

Clause

Cliché
Climax

Cloze

Competency

Consonant
Cluster

Cognate

Coherence/
Cohesion

Cohesive devices

Collocate/
collocation

Colloquial/
colloquialism

Complex
sentence

A brief description on the jacket of a book.

A creativity technique of generating ideas to solve a problem. A pre-writing technique in
which students, either alone or in groups, think of, or write down all words or phrases
that come to mind, then chose to expand the range of available ideas, for a given topic.

A sequence of drawings telling a story in a newspaper or comic book.

An expression that co-refers with a later expression in the discourse is said to have a
cataphoric reference e.g. A little girl, Salma, was playing on the swings. (the description,
a little girl, is provided in advance of the name).

An expression that co-refers with an earlier expression in the discourse is said to have
an anaphoric reference e.g. The monkey took the banana and ate it. ( it refers to the
banana, mentioned earlier)

A collection of words containing a subject and verb which forms part of a sentence. A
clause may be independent/main or dependent/subordinate. An independent/main
clause is a complete statement and can stand by itself e.g. / plan to enroll for summer
school. A dependent/subordinate clause is not a complete statement and cannot stand
by itself e.g. Since I want to enroll for summer school.

An expression so often used that its originality and effectiveness has been lost e.g.
white as snow, all in all.

A high point of interest or suspense in a story; point where the rising action reverses and
becomes the falling action of the story.

An assessment or activity of reading or listening comprehension that involves having the
student supply words which have been systematically deleted from a text e.g. “This is an
---- of cloze text. ---- Fourth word in ---- is deleted for ---- to fill in ---- missing words.

A key learning area.

A series of consonants pronounced together e.g. the sound /sp/ in splash, /st/ in stamp.

Words that are the same or nearly the same in spelling, pronunciation, and meaning in
two different languages e.g. English and Urdu words telephone, pen, bus, cricket are
cognates.

Coherence refers to the unity of meaning(s) within and between sentences; while
cohesion refers to unity of grammatical and lexical relationships among the elements of
a sentence or between sentences.

Various devices used to make clear the relationship between the parts of a sentence,
between sentences, or between paragraphs e.g. repetition of key words, use of
reference words, sequence markers, and transitional devices.

Words that typically co-occur or usually go together e.g. heavy rain, pitch dark

Conversational, informal language e.g. what's up, elc.

A sentence made up of one main clause and at least one subordinate clause e.g.
Although my friend invited me to a party, | do not want fo go.
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Two or more words working together as a one-work preposition e.qg. in front of,
Out of.

A sentence made up of two or more independent clauses but no subordinate clauses
e.g. My friend invited me to a parly, but | do not want to go.

A combination of two or more words (nouns) that function as a single unit of meaning
e.g. bookshop, timetable.

Reasons for communication e.g. fo compliment, to apologize, to agree.

The struggle between opposing forces that brings about the action within a story or
drama. Conflict can be internal or external.

The changes that influence the pronunciation of individual words in natural, fluent
speech. This is because fluent speech flows with a rhythm and the words bump into
each other. To make speech flow smoothly the way we pronounce the end and
beginning of some words can change depending on the sounds at the beginning and
end of those words e.g. a chair 'n a table.

The attitudes and feelings associated with a word as opposed to its literal meaning e.g.
chair has connotation of power.

The setting in which speech or writing takes place.

Sources of information outside of words that readers may use to predict the identities
and meanings of unknown words. Context clues may be drawn from the immediate
sentence containing the word, from text already read, from pictures accompanying the
text, or from definitions, restatements, examples, or descriptions in the text.

A word shortened by leaving out some letters. The missing letters are indicated by an
apostrophe e.g. I'lifor I shall, don’tfor do not.

A term used to distinguish certain imaginative or different types of writing e.g. poems,
stories, and autobiography.

Critical thinking is the practice of thinking things through, in which one carefully
describes something (an event, a book, a person, etc) and evaluates it according to
some relevant criterion, considering significant alternatives.

A phrase or clause which says something different from what is meant because words
are left out or misplaced. The meaning of the sentence, therefore, is left "dangling." e.g.
“After reading the original study, the article remains unconvincing”

(The article--the subject of the main clause--did not read the original study.)

The literal or "dictionary” meaning of a word.

A process of deriving words from the entry word in a dictionary.

A classification system to classify library materials. It organizes human knowledge into
ten main classes or topic areas.
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A group of two successive letters that represent a single sound e.g. ph for the sound /.

A sequence of two vowels in the same syllable e.g. the sound /ei/ in age, the sound /ai/
in right, etc.

A noun or pronoun that receives the action of a verb or shows the result of the action. It
answers the question "What?" or "Whom?" after an action verb e.g. “She helped m¢”,
“we watched a play’.

Connected speech or writing which is longer than a conventional sentence.

Three dots in a row signify that words or figures are missing. If there are four dots in a
row, the fourth dot signifies a full-stop.

The basic section of a dictionary which deals with a single word and is arranged in
alphabetical order. An entry deals with every aspect of the word, including: spelling,
pronunciation, grammar, meaning or meanings, expressions (idioms) that include the
word, and the derivatives of the word.

A head word. One of the thousands of words that are arranged in alphabetical order in a
dictionary

(The study of) the origin of words. How their meaning changes or develops over time
and how they fall into disuse.

Text written to explain and convey information about a specific topic.

A story intended to enforce a useful truth, especially one in which animals speak and act
like human beings.

Expressive use of language in non-literal form to produce striking effect e.g. simile,
metaphor, imagery.

To read or speak smoothly without hesitation and with comprehension.

The way a document / piece of writing or presentation is arranged.

A type of word or phrase expressing greetings, farewells, and apologies, e.g. hello,
goodbye, sorry.

Wiriting quickly, without stopping, without editing, or self-correcting to discover what one
knows, thinks, or feels. The purpose is to develop confidence, creativity and fluency.

Refers to how text runs from the front to the backside of a page.

A function is the purpose for which language is used e.g. to gratitude, to invite, o ask. A
co-function responds to these functions e.g. fo accept gratitude, to accept or decline an
invitation, to reply.

A summary with gaps to be filled in by the learner. It is used for structured or guided
response from the learner.

Generating questions involves teaching students to ask their own questions. This
strategy improves students' active processing of text and comprehension. For example,
a student might be taught to ask main idea questions that relate to important information
in a text.
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A type of literature, such as a novel, poem, a play or a short story.

A verb ending in —ing and used as a noun or an adjective e.g. “swimming is good for
health.”

Purposes for which words and structures are used from grammar point of view e.g. the
grammatical function of an adjective is to modify a noun.

Pictorial devices (such as diagrams, graphs, maps, etc.) used to summarize or illustrate
concepts and show interrelationships among information and concepts in a text.

A section of text that visually stands out as a separate part on the page. It is normally
contrasted with meaningful unit where a part of text is identified with meaning.

Visual elements used to aid text e.g. pictures, diagrams, tables, etc.

Phenomena that occur in groups based upon their interactions and interrelations.

A word printed at the top of the page of a dictionary or other reference book to indicate
the first or last item on that page.

Wiriting in which the teacher provides support to the learner where ever required. The
purpose is to teach a specific skill or strategy.

The /K/ sound represented by the letter cin cat, car, act, etc.
The /g/ sound represented by the letter g in goat, again, legal, etc.

A word which is spelled and pronounced identically to another word, but which has a
different meaning e.g. spring - a water spring, spring - a season, spring - fo jump, spring
— a streichable coil.

A word which is spelled differently from another word, but which is pronounced
identically e.g. hoarse versus horse; or two versus, fo or {00.

Figurative language used to produce mental pictures and appeal to senses e.g. He
could still hear the melody in his imagination.

A pronoun that does not refer to a specific person/ place/ thing e.g. all, anybody,
anything, each, and everybody.

An indirect object precedes the direct object and tells to whom or for whom the action of
the verb is done, and who is receiving the direct object. There must be a direct object to
have an indirect object e.g. She gave us the report.

The reasoning involved in drawing a conclusion or making a logical judgment on the
basis of circumstantial evidence and prior conclusions rather than on the basis of direct
observation.

A question that asks a responder to draw a conclusion.

The basic form of a verb without tense e.g. fo work or work.
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A grammatical change in the form of a word which leaves the 'base meaning' and the
grammatical category of the word unchanged e.g. walk, walks, walked.

The consistency with which two or more judges / assessors rate the performance of test
takers.

An intransitive verb is an action verb (i.e. it is neither a linking verb nor an auxiliary verb)
which does not require a direct object e.g. The boy laughed.

Saying [or writing] one thing, whilst meaning the opposite e.g. to say well done when
someone did not perform well.

Analysing each item on a test to determine the proportion of students selecting each
answer. It helps to evaluate students’ strengths and weaknesses, and may point to
problems with the tests’ validity and to possible bias.

The main idea of each paragraph. Key ideas are used to develop the main idea of a
composition.

Word or words that relate to a particular topic. A key word helps find out the required
information.

Visual presentation of text.

Refers to how text in English runs from left to right across the page.

(1) A traditional story or collection of related stories popularly regarded as true but
actually containing a mixture of fact and fiction.
(2) A key to understand information about the colors and symbols used in a map.

An item of vocabulary which has a single element of meaning. It may be a compound
word, phrase, idioms, multiword, prefabricated chunk, etc.

A group or family of words related to one another by some semantic principle: e.g.
mutton, chicken, beef are all different types of meat and form a lexical set.

Various language expressions that can be used to perform one communicative
function e.g. In order to “express regret”, one may say / am sorry, I'm very sorry + that-
clause, | regret + noun, | regret + Verb + ing, elc.

A verb that does not show an action. Rather, it links or establishes a relationship
between the subject and additional information about the subject e.g. be, appear,
become, feel, seem, smell, taste, and sound.

(i) Relative duration of a vowel sound e.qg. the /i/ sound in ship is short; the /: / sound in
sheep is long.

(i) A vowel sound associated with the name of the vowel letter (examples: a in /ane, e in
lean, iin line, oin bone, uin lute); note that long u imperfectly expresses the letter name
of u.

A figure of speech in which one thing is described in terms of another e.g. All the world’s
a stage.

a diagram used to represent words and ideas linked to and arranged radially around a
central key word or idea. It is used to generate, visualize, structure and classify ideas,
and as an aid in study, organization, problem solving, and decision making.
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A pair of items differing by one phonological feature; e.q. sit/set, ship/sheep, pen/pan,
fan/pan, pan/pat.

An auxiliary verb like can, may, must etc. that modifies the main verb and expresses
possibility, probability etc.

An adjective or adverb that describes a word or makes the meaning of the word more
specific. In English there are two parts of speech which are modifiers; adjectives and
adverbs. Adjectives modify nouns and pronouns. Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, and
other adverbs.

An imaginary story that helps explain events in nature.
Direct and indirect speech.

The person (named or unknown) who is telling a story.

Text which conveys a story or which relates events or dialogue.

A grammatical gender that includes nouns which refer to things that do not have natural
distinction of sex e.g. chair, table.

Communication without the use of words, using, for example, sound effects, music,
gesture, facial expression, posture, or other elements to contribute particular shades of
meaning.

A type of question intended to produce a free response rather than a structured or one-
word response.

A kind of interaction in which a group of people discuss a topic in the presence of an
audience.

A performance using gestures and body movements without words.

The phrasing of language so as to balance (grammatically) ideas of equal importance.
Parallelism may apply to phrases, sentences, paragraphs, longer passages or whole
selections e.g. eat, drink and be merry.

Writing that convinces the designated audience to support a point of view, make a
decision, or take an action.

A verb that is made up of a verb together with a preposition or an adverb e.g. Get up,
finish with somebody, fish for something, pull out, put up with somebody/something.
These present particular problems for learners, as their meaning often bears no relation
to the usual meaning of the verb alone.

A set of words which is a single indivisible unit and makes its sense clear only when
used in a sentence e.g. to supply goods, into the house..

The careful sequencing of events in a story generally built around a conflict. Stages of
plot include exposition, rising action, climax, falling action and resolution.

A term from literary studies which describes the perspective or source of a piece of
writing.

National Curriculum for English Language Grades I-XII, 2006



Post-reading

Pre-reading

Pre-writing

Problem
consonants

Pronoun-
antecedent
relationship/
agreement

Purposeful

Question types

Reading
readiness
strategies

Rebus

Reciprocal ability

Reference words

Relative pronoun

Resolution

Role play

Root/ root word
(see also Stem)

Salutation

A group of reading strategies employed after reading a text such as responding fo the
text, providing a title.

A group of reading strategies employed before reading a text such as predicting the
content, anticipating vocabulary.

The thinking and planning the writer does before drafting, which includes considering the
topic, audience, and purpose; gathering information; choosing a form; determining the
role of the writer; and making a plan.

Consonant sounds that pose problem for learners. These can vary in different linguistic
backgrounds.

The connection between the pronoun and what it refers to e.g. In the sentence, “This is
my book. Itis interesting”, book is antecedent for the pronoun it. A pronoun must agree
with its antecedent in number and gender.

A text/ activity or task for real life purpose. Learning should not focus on mechanical
drills; rather it should always be in a meaningful context with a clear purpose.

Types of comprehension question including (1) “right there" (literal/ textual/ factual), (2)
“bring out meaning” (interpretive) “think and search" (inferential),
(3) "author and me" (personal response), and (4) "on my own" (open ended).

Skills that help prepare learners (non readers) for the task of reading such as, holding a
book, phonemic awareness, discerning shapes, conventions of print, etc.

A puzzle where you decode a message consisting of pictures representing syllables
and words e.qg. / like playing @

Ability to form a response while listening.

Words (usually pronouns and nouns) that refer to other words, phrases or clauses in the
same text e.g. Look at the following example: “Something’s gone wrong with my
computer. | can’t find a solution. Do you have an idea?” The words solutiori and idea are
reference words because they refer to the problem identified as something’s gone wrong
with my computer.

A pronoun that "relates" a subordinate clause to the rest of the sentence. A relative
pronoun links two simple sentences (or clauses) into a single complex clause e.g.
(1) This is a house. Ali built this house.
(2) This is the house that Ali built.

The ending of a story where conflicts are resolved and loose ends are tied together.

An instance or situation in which one deliberately acts out or assumes a particular
character or role. Role play is used as a means to teach language for various
communicative purposes.

The meaningful base form of a complex word as it appears after all affixes are
removed. A root may be independent or free, as read in unreadable, or may be
dependent or bound, as -liter- in illiterate.

Any one of the various conventional forms of address with which a letter is begun, such
as My Dear Friend, Dear Sir.
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Details perceived by sight, hearing, smell or any mode by which one perceives stimuli
outside or within the body.

A type of reading used to locate a particular piece of information without necessarily
attending to the other parts of a text.

A group of words/ phrases that forms a brief unit of sense. A thought group is discretely
spoken with a short pause to distinguish from other thought groups in the passage e.g.
The sentence, “The cat went over the wall, through the lawn, into the Kitchen”, can be
easily broken into three thought groups marked by commas.

A word or phrase that shows the sequence of information or ideas in a passage e.g.
firstly, secondly, then, after that.

The time and place of the action of a story.

The process of showing an audience something and telling them about it. It is an
elementary school technique for teaching young children the skills of public speaking.
Usually, children will bring an item from home. They will explain to the class why they
chose this item, where they got it from, and other relevant information.

A word that is immediately recognized as a whole and does not require word analysis for
identification.

A figure of speech in which one thing is directly likened to another e.g. as hard as nails.
The /s/ sound that the letter c represents in city, percent, race, efc.

The /j/ sound that the letter g represents in gentle, giant, age, etc.

The regular (permissible) combinations of sounds in any language e.g. /str/, /sk/, /dr/.

Getting the main idea of a story by looking quickly for the main topics and ideas. One
can look at titles, headings, bold and italic words, and picture captions.

A graphic convention used in comic books, strips, and cartoons to allow words to be
understood as representing the speech or thoughts of a given character.

A description of a particular competency by specifying broadly the knowledge, skills
and attitudes which students will acquire throughout the developmental levels.

The form of a word as it appears after all affixes are removed e.g. the combination of
the basic form of a word (called the root) plus any derivation but excluding inflectional
elements. This means, alternatively, that the stem is the form of the word to which
inflections can be added, if applicable. For example, the root of the English verb form
destabilized is stabil- (alternate form of stable); the stem is de-stabil-ize, which includes
the derivational affixes de- and -ize, but not the inflectional past tense suffix -(e)d.

The relative emphasis given to certain syllable(s) in a word. Such syllables are uttered
with more than usual force e.g. apPEAR, acCEPT, TIMber.

A statement that describes what students will be able to do as a result of instruction at a
particular grade.

Aspects of writing (or speech) which have an identifiable character generally used in a
positive sense to indicate 'pleasing effects'.
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The grammatical logic and coherence between subject and verb. The subject and verb
must agree in number: both must be singular, or both must be plural e.g. “He is honest”;
“they are friendly”.

Sentences that support the topic sentence or provide more detail about the topic
sentence

SV pattern is Subject + Verb pattern in a sentence e.g. he laughs.
SVO pattern is Subject + Verb + Object pattern in a sentence e.g. She likes mangoes.

A word or part of a word that can be pronounced with one impulse from the voice e.g.
beau-ti-ful (three syllables), ap-pear (two syllables), etc.

The arrangement of words to show relationships of meaning within a sentence.
Clues in the text that aid comprehension.
Refers to how text runs down the page after completion of each line.

The sentence(s) carrying basic argument advanced by a speaker or writer who then
attempts to prove it; the subject or major argument of a speech or composition.

An author's or speaker's attitude, as revealed in 'quality of voice' or 'selection of
language'.

The sentence, usually at the beginning of a paragraph, which tells what the main idea of
the paragraph.

Wiriting which is intended to convey factual information or to argue the validity of a point
of view with objective evidence. Transactional writing is typical of the language of
science, technology, trade, reporting, persuasion, legal argument, and debate.

Word(s) that show the flow of ideas to help readers along through a text e.qg. first, for
instance, to conclude, therefore.

An action or linking verb whose meaning is incomplete without a direct object e.g. The
child broke is an incomplete sentence unless we add a direct object like The child broke
a plate.

A three-letter sequence representing a single sound e.g. igh in the words high, thigh,
etc.

A vowel combination usually involving a quick, but smooth movement from one vowel to
another that passes over a third one e.g. vowel sounds in the words higher , flower,
layer etc.

The usage of a language item is the grammatical rules for making it.

The (most simple) usage of the second conditional is
If + past simple, would + infinitive.

Example

The second conditional:
If | had enough money, | would take a vacation.
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The use of a language item is its communicative purpose as used by native speakers.

The use of the second conditional is
Talking about the consequences of hypothetical situations in the present or future.

Information presented in a visual form e.g. pictures, photographs, etc.

Training or educational materials directed at both, the sense of hearing and the sense of
sight. Materials that provide pictures and/or sounds to assist learning or teaching e.g.
flip charts, overhead transparencies, graphical presentations, computer-based
presentations, chalkboards, slide presentations, videos, films etc.

Active and passive voice.

A form (of function words) that may be used when the word has no stress e.g. “bread ‘n
butter”.

Reading strategies to be applied during reading a text e.g. skimming, scanning.
Parts of speech.

A group of words sharing the same root or base, as phon- in phonemic, phonation,
telephone, etc.

Choices an author/poet makes when writing a text (e.g., organizational pattern, style,
vocabulary, images, symbols, point of view, and audience).

A sequence of steps in writing, typically including: (1) planning, (2) drafting, (3) revising,
(4) editing, and (5) publishing.

Skills that help prepare learners for the task of writing e.g. motor skills, holding a pencil
correctly, drawing, copying, tracing, making loops, strokes, etc.
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